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The Jawun Experience
A CIOG staff member tells of his experience in the Jawun Program.

My name is Matt Galvin and I am currently in 
Lockhart River as part of an APS secondment to the 
Jawun (meaning family) Program. This program is 
run by the banking sector using the knowledge from 
public and private sectors to assist communities 
break the welfare cycle via development of 
Indigenous Business Enterprises.

Part One – Getting to Lockhart River

Firstly I would like to acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the land I am visiting and those back 
home that have allowed me to participate in this 
experience. I am part of this program to learn 
more of who I am and what I can give back to the 
community.

My first week commenced on Sunday 21 July in 
Cairns along with 14 other Secondees. Our first 
task on the Monday was working with the Djarragun 
Enterprises landscaping company. We assisted 
in landscaping and listening to the employees 
about their efforts to become better role models by 
breaking the dependence on welfare and substance 
abuse.

We also visited Djarragun College, which prepares 
students to walk in two worlds being their own 
Indigenous culture and the modern world. We 
assisted in art classes, fitness tests, music and set 
up the new IT class-room.

On Wednesday we were instructed in four wheel 
driving under very strict instruction with some quite 
rigorous testing.

For the next two days we travelled through some 
amazing scenery in the Kuku Yalanji country in 
the Daintree Rainforest and then further on to 
Normanby Cattle Station. Here we spent two days 
visiting cultural sites and hearing stories from the 
local Aboriginal Traditional Owners.
At Normanby the Cairns based Secondees headed 
back to commence their projects, while the remote 
crews headed off with one team of two people 
to Aurukun and Adam from QBE and I headed to 
Lockhart River.

We are now at Lockhart River listening to the 
community on what they wish to achieve. We have 
a total of five weeks to complete our projects.

In the next edition of the CIObis, I will tell you about 
part two of this journey, including what I take away 
from this experience matched by what I put into it.
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Soldier On – Raising Money for a very worthwhile 
cause

Chad Dobbs from CIOG is currently employed as an APS member, however 
Chad served in the ARA for 8 years. During his time in the ARA, Chad was 

deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Chad will be raising money for Solider On by 
competing in the Battle of the Beasts Mountain 
Bike Enduro in October this year. 

Chad says “as a person living with the effects 
of depression and PTSD, I find that Soldier On 
provides a great deal of support to returned 
veterans like me. I would like to support them by 
fundraising on their behalf”. 

Last year Chad raised an amazing $5702.00 
which was more than the other 119 competitors 
combined. 

If you would like to get behind Chad and donate to 
a very worthwhile cause, please donate via Chad’s 
donation page. 

Military Christian Fellowship exists to promote Christian faith in the 
Australian Defence Force. If you are interested in participating in the 
APW group, colleagues meet each Wednesday lunch time outside 

conference room GF-177 at 12.15pm.

If you would like more information please see our website or contact 
Mr Keith Thomas. 

Defence Christians Dinner 2013

The Defence Christians Dinner is on Friday 6 September 2013. Titled 
‘Christian confidence in a sceptical age’. More details and bookings via 

Military Christian Fellowship website.

http://www.soldieron.org.au/
http://www.battleofthebeasts.com.au/
http://beast-worx.gofundraise.com.au/page/chaddobbsBOTB13
http://beast-worx.gofundraise.com.au/page/chaddobbsBOTB13
http://www.mcf-a.org.au/
http://www.mcf-a.org.au/
mailto: keith.thomas1@defence.gov.au



